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MR. VANDERPOEL'S BOOK ON THE HUMAN 
FIGURE 

The Human Figure, by John H. Vanderpoel, in- 
structor in Drawing and' Painting, Lecturer on the 
Drawing and Construction of the Human Figure, 
Art Institute, Chicago. 
Chicago, The Inland Printer Company, 1907. $2.00. 

Mr. Vanderpoel* s long expected book on 
the drawing of the human figure appears in 
very agreeable form. It is easily held in the 
hand: the cover, in two tones of brown, is 
pleasing to the eye: the illustrations are pro- 
fuse and excellent. It is safe to say that of 




PLATE VI : reproduced in reduced size. 

all the books upon the subject none will be 
found so acceptable to the present day student 
of drawing as this. It is a reproduction in 
permanent form of Mr. Vanderpoel* s remark- 
able lectures upon the construction of the 
figure, which he has given for many years 



to the students of the Art Institute. The 
illustrations consist, in the first place, of fifty- 
four full-page reproductions of the author's 
drawings of the entire figure or important 
fragments, and, in a few cases, of drawings 
by his students. There is an entirely unique 
feature in a series of marginal drawings along 
the outer edges of the pages (which are left 
wide for the purpose) hundreds in number, 
showing the head, figure, features, torso, 
limbs and skeleton, in all kinds of positions 
and views, beautifully drawn, and presenting 
not only outlines and external forms but cross 
sections and other explanatory diagrams. 
There are for example, forty-five drawings 
relating to the mouth, and forty-nine to the 
eye, besides the many complete heads, to- 
gether with noses, chests, thighs, feet, full 
figures, etc., without number. 

The text of course is a condensation of 
Mr. Vanderpoel* s class lectures, calculated 
expressly for students of drawing. Certain 
of the finished drawings, such as the tinted 
half-figure of a young woman which forms 
the frontispiece and the pencil drawing of a 
sleeping child, have great beauty. A practical 
work of this character supplementing the fine 
modern books on anatomy and analysis of the 
figure of Marshall, Fau, Rimmer, Richer, 
Thompson, Hatton, etc., furnishes the stu- 
dent of to-day with resources of which his 
predecessors knew nothing. 

While nothing can replace the inspiration 
of the actual presence of the master, the pub- 
lication in book form of both teachings and 
examples extends their usefulness from a very 
narrow circle to a very wide one, and at the 
same time insures the fruits of life long study 
from passing away with the life of the author. 

Too often a life of teaching, though of 
the highest usefulness, leaves no visible record 
behind it. 



